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Police LegislationRacial Justice Action Night at AAE

Black History Month

Shamiya Butler
Staff Writer
 Black History Month is the month that we 
all love. Black History Month started on 
February 1, and ends on February 28. 
Black History Month was first known as 
“Negro History Week by Historian Carter 
G. Woodson, also known as the “Father of 
Black History,” in 1926 to raise awareness 
for black history. Woodson was the 
president of the Association for the Study 
of African American Life and History.
 The month of February was chosen 
because two iconic people were born that 
month - Abraham Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglas. In 1976 former President Gerald 
R, Ford decided to recognize Black History 
Month so that the people could recognize 
the history and the hardships that black 
Americans had to deal with.            

Devon Mansfield
Editor-in-Chief & Layout Editor
 The public debate about police and their 
relationship with the communities that they 
serve has continued into Connecticut’s 
2023 Legislative Session. A number of bills 
about police oversight, policies, and related 
subjects have been introduced to both 
chambers of Connecticut’s Legislature. 
Four bills in particular, however, have been 
of  interest because of their connection to 
issues recently in the public eye: House 
Bill 6268 and Senate Bills 223, 756, and 
972. 
 Both House Bill 6268 and Senate Bill 223 
address the topic of traffic stops. Their 
common topic is where any similarities 
end. In a more conservative proposal, 
HB06268 seeks to permit police to use the 
smell of marijuana as reason to initiate a 
traffic stop. 
 On the other hand, SB00223 would 
mandate that police officers state their 
precise reason for a traffic stop. While the 
bills aren’t mutually exclusive, they both 
push agendas based on either empowering 
or limiting police activity and how much 
discretion they have, a common theme in 
arguments about the police in America.
 The other two bills (SB00756 and 
SB00972) seek to deal with many of the 
demands associated with the 2020 protests 
reacting to the death of George Floyd. 
Senate Bill 756, sponsored by a group of 
four democratic senators, is quite ambitious 
and hopes to tackle the issue of police 
accountability in three different ways: 
tracking police misconduct, holding 
meetings between police and community 
members, and “[increasing] funding for 
community policing programs.” 
 The other bill, SB00972, proposes 
heightened “Crisis Intervention Training 
For Police Officers And Collaboration 
Between Police Officers And Social 
Workers.” Policy proposals, including 
community policing measures, encouraging 
police accountability…

See POLICE, p. 3

Varun Kandarpa
Staff Writer
The Racial Justice Action Night at 
Aerospace High School was a remarkable 
and inspiring event that brought together 
the school community to raise awareness 
about the ongoing struggle for racial justice 
and equality. The event was well-organized 
and thoughtfully planned, and showcased 
the school's commitment to promoting 
diversity, equity, and inclusion.
The opening readings of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.'s "I Have A Dream" speech and 
Elvis Presley's "If I had a Dream" set the 
tone for the evening and reminded 
everyone of the significance of this cause. 
These speeches were powerful and moving, 
and served as a reminder of the progress 
that has been made in the fight for racial 
justice, while also highlighting the work 
that still needs to be done.
The speeches and performances that 
followed were equally inspiring and 
showcased the incredible talent and 
diversity of the students at Aerospace. The 

Ariana Murray
Staff Writer
  By 2022, we were wearing clothes 
that made us feel like it was the year 
2000 all over again. This year, it’s been 
all about Y2K.  Baggy jeans, Juicy 
couture, corsets, chunky heels, low rise 
pants, etc. But it is clear which trends 
received the most attention. From 
corsets to a variety of "cores," avoiding 
cut-outs, etc. Your choice. All of it is 
coming back. I also think it's safe to 
say that TikTok has paved the way for 
most of the fashionable trends that we 
all know now. Once these trends gain 
momentum from big influencers, 
there's no stopping them. From 
soft-girl aesthetic to Goth aesthetic, 
TikTok is behind it.
Barbie core
 According to Lyst's Year in Fashion 
report, searches for anything pink have 
increased by 416% this year as a result 
of the hot pink obsession. The Barbie 
core fashion trend was successful and 
may have even been the source of the 
Color of the Year for 2023.
Low-rise
 Of course, we made the leap to 
low-rise pants in 2022 during a return 
of Y2K. This fashion is not for the 
weak. In this year's comeback, 
celebrities were happy.  In addition to 
many other low-rise styles, Gigi Hadid 
wore low-rise pants with a custom 
swimsuit top, while Iris Law wore 
low-rise khaki pants with a center 
ruching. The list is endless.
Corsets
 We noticed corsets everywhere and in 
all shapes and sizes in 2022, including 
satin, sparkling, and strapless varieties 
with vintage, Y2K and even modern

day designs. There was always a corset 
present at the most famous fashion 
shows of the year.  Both Hadid and 
Billie Eilish stood out on the red carpet 
at the Met Gala in their upcycled 
Versace corset cat suits and Gucci satin 
gowns.  Additionally, #corsettok is a 
thing with over 71 million views 
because, as we all know, a trend isn't 
actually trending unless it goes viral on 
TikTok.
Miniskirts
 The revival of the tiny mini fits into 
the theme of everything being ready 
for Y2K. You might as well get on 
board since tiny miniskirts are 
conquering the nation.  This piece of 
clothing is so versatile because you can 
pair one with a crop top, or go simple 
with a warm sweater. Whatever it is, it 
will seem really fashionable.

Alessandra Sono-Ampuero
Staff Writer
 In early February, AAE hosted Racial 
Justice Action Week with a program that 
included poems and stories.
 However, what really caught the attention 
and wrapped up the night was the 
performance of AAE’s first 
step/cheerleading. These girls really 
showed out and gave it their all. They 
performed to “Stand Up” by Cynthia Erivo. 
In their performance some girls were 
explained the background of the step and 
how it travels through different countries. 
The girls did an outstanding job and 
everyone. 
 Ms.Canty, Ms.Nevers, and Ms.Robinson 
organized the step team. 
“I created the step team simply because I…

See STEP TEAM, p. 7

Step Team & RJAW

Fashion Trends - Y2K

SOCIAL INJUSTICE

Elijiah Delgado
Staff Writer
 Social Injustice is defined as the action of 
undermining a group of society of people. 
Whether it is through sexual orientation, 
gender identity, ethnicity, color of skin and 
other social identities a person can uphold. 
There can be many actions in which a 
person can undermine another such as 
homophobia, ageism, misogyny, and 
discrimination. There are many terms used 
to describe social injustice to a group of 
people. One thing that is shared throughout 
the terminology is the wrongness of these 
said actions.
 Amongst the AAE community there are 
many personalities that are bright in their 
own luminous way. Though these people 
are beacons of light that attract others 
towards them, there are also people who 
choose not to gravitate towards them. 
There are many contributing attributes that 
could lead to this, one being what people 
say or what light the person chooses to be 
shown in.  
 People become comfortable with a group 
and that could lead to things that were said 
being forgotten and slipped under the rug 
that could also be off-putting or flat out 
wrong in the concept of the morality of it.  

 People, also on a day to day basis, tend to say 
things unconsciously to fit in with a group, 
satisfy themselves or others, to get a reaction 
from others or simply say it because it was on 
their mind. 
 These psychological tendencies, with the intent 
to fit in, are plainly unjust to themselves and or 
others. These social constructs only prolong our 
desires to be one with the group and could 
diminish our psyche if not fulfilled. More times 
than others we long for this and often say things 
that we don't mean. This could be forgotten 
within the group or even passed on as a joke, but 
to people who could possibly be viewing the 
group externally, it can stick with them. 
Depending on what was said the external 
viewers could now evaluate whether or not what 
was said is morally right or not. 
 If the thing that was said was a racial comment, 
it could then frighten others to not feel 
welcomed or accepted within the conversation 
or said group.Now, the person does not try to 
converse with the other person unless it is 
needed, like in a classroom at school.
 The feeling of racial injustice is one that can 
only be fully encompassed by experiencing it 
and the thought of it is hard enough. If you 
wouldn't want to feel it, why impose it on 
others? It seems cliche but those are the sole 
roots of the cause. We all make decisions, 
consciously or unconsciously, and the decisions 
affect others and how they feel. 
 With this foundation of an understanding of 
social injustice, it is time to reflect on whether 
or not we personally chose to partake in these 
unjust actions. It takes recognition and 
ownership of wrongdoing to embrace change, 
and once you do that,  assertion of mindfulness 
comes next. These disciplinary actions we 
choose to do can solidify our right doings and 
morally makes us sound. Knowing that you did 
your part, and made an effort to be inclusive of 
all people and are mindful of the words that 
come out of your mouth, means that you tried. 
This should be the justification we as a 
community seek to fulfill.
 Now that your moral foundation has been set, it 
is time to share these conceptual thoughts with 
others. Whether in the moment of action and 
noticing that what was said is not right, or at a 
later time, change only occurs through repetitive 
action. Many will think of you as the bummer, 
but in reality it is the awareness of our behavior 
that we can peel these embedded social 
constructs layer by layer. If you choose to 
embark in making things morally right on your 
terms, then you will be enlightened to what 
others perceive as morally right. 
 My intent is not to impose my will on others, 
but if you have a belief system that you think is 
right, then it takes awareness of your 
surroundings to understand others and their 
actions. If you do not agree, then converse about 
how you feel, and in time everyone’s true colors 
of the matter will unfold. 

guitar club and cheer/step team provided a 
platform for students to express themselves 
and to raise awareness about the issues that 
are important to them. These performances 
helped to foster a sense of community and 
unity among those in attendance, and 
demonstrated the strength and resilience of 
the school community.
The food from the local soul food 
restaurant was a welcome addition to the 
event, and helped to celebrate the rich 
cultural heritage of the African-American 
community. This was not only a delicious 
aspect of the evening but also served as a 
reminder of the importance of…

See RJAW NIGHT, p. 6



Poetry & Politics February 2023 Racial Justice Action Week February 2023

2 7

Guillermo Rivera
Staff Poet

A month filled with the history of many,
Those that were talked about by so few in 

the world
People and heroes who kept their heads 

held high
In the face of adversity, fighting for their 

people
And fighting for what they believed in
A group of people who fought and still 

fight for justice.

A month when we celebrate those of color
As we learn more about the heroes who got 

us to where we are
And discover new heroes to lead us in 

troubling times.
Heroes who fight against their common 

cause of racial injustice
Uniting as one to stand up for what they 

believe in
To stand up for their rights and for their 

people
Just as they do time and time again.

A month when people of color
Can take a stand with their heads held up 

high
As we retell Dr. Martin Luther King’s 

dream to the youth.
A dream so impactful it inspired many.
He brought hope into the world, a belief 

that equality had been possible.
Hope that was taken, protected, and 

wielded by others.
A dream so valiant people today fight with 

it and for it.

Black History Month
A month created and acknowledged as a 

means of progress.
A way of honoring the oftentimes 

neglected accomplishments.
Something created by Black people and 

officially recognized 
By President Gerald Ford,

But now molded and held by those who 
deserve it.

As fake activists give in to the hype
And real activists preach what they always 

have.

A month very needed, even today
As more and more activists stand out

With activism through creation; through 
their creativity

Reaching and changing the hearts of many 
through their words,

Like the books written by Michelle 
Alexander and Ibram X. Kendi,

And songs written by Michael Jackson and 
Stevie Wonder

Standing up for the things they believed in.

A month that was
Created for my ancestors and my people

That had started as nothing more than 
acknowledgment 

And will continue to live on 
As the month of racial justice

For all People of Color
Dead and Alive.

The signs that society presented to show  
the way.

Ended up digging a grave.
A grave for those with different dialects, 

skin tones, and culture. 

From then on voices arose.
It made change for those,

Those who lost their power.
Protests were opposed,

And quickly redirected to violence by 
civilians in higher power.

George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor,

And Daunte Wright.
Remember the names of those who were 

mistreated, 
Because by the end of this,

Their views on mistreatment
Will be defeated.

So stand tall, 
And stand your ground.

We are bound in a vein deeper than blood.
Stick together so that the weaves made can 

be unraveled. 
So we have won.

Ariana Murray & Janelly Cruz
Staff Reporters
 Describe an incident when you 
experienced racial bias or prejudice.
 “On the volleyball team 3-4 years ago, the 
N word was said by a student. It created a 
divide for the team and brought back 
personal experiences. My grandmother was 
racist towards me because of my skin 
color. The incident taught me a lot. It made 
me understand perspectives on how to 
change the dynamics of a group.”
 Do you think that you have lived a 
privileged life based on your 
socio-economic status, ethnicity or race? 
 “No, I made the best of every situation I've 
been in.”
 Can you recall an incident where you 
witnessed or faced discrimination because 
of your race, gender, religion, national 
identity, or ethnicity? 
 “An incident happened many years ago, At 
Zales, my boyfriend at the time had bought 
a ring and went to get it resized, had receipt 
and everything. The sales lady was rude 
and was ignoring me. A few minutes later, 
a white girl came after but she took the 
white girl first. My biggest regret was not 
speaking up. This situation really made me 
realize that discrimination is real.”
 Explain a time when you were being 
implicitly biased, but you didn’t know you 
were. Implicit bias doesn’t mean that you 
believe in exclusivity, it means that you are 
not aware of how your implicit bias 
impacts your thoughts or decisions. 
 “I can’t recall but there are times where I 
would take a side of a black person in any 
situation simply because they are black.”
 What social justice issues are important to 
you and why?  These may include gun 
violence, immigration and refugee rights, 
and civil rights, voting rights, climate 
change, healthcare and racial justice.
 “During racial justice week, I had to teach

my students about racism and 
discrimination. I kind of shied away from it 
in the past, but learning about it from my 
students perspective changed my views.”
 Do you think that society’s resources 
should be equally available to everyone? 
These include education, health care and 
jobs. 
 “No, because there's people who abuse it 
in the wrong way. There should be a fair 
assessment but people take a lot for 
granted. There should be a better way to 
decide.”

RJAW Interview with 
Mrs. Howard

RJAW Interview with 
Mr. Garret

Sasha Smith-Peterkin
Staff Reporter
 Describe an incident when you experienced racial 
bias or prejudice. For example, if you were treated 
as if you were inferior because of your race or 
distinct characteristics.
 “Yes, the whole thing with privilege, there are 
certain ones that I have as a white man, but people 
get confused when they associate that with an easy 
life. Like saying your a white man which means 
you haven't faced many obstacles or you have it 
easy which isn't the case, I may look different but 
I still go through obstacles in life.”
  Do you think that you have lived a privileged life 
based on your socio-economic status, ethnicity or 
race?  
 “Yes, I have a diverse friend group. I haven’t had 
to go through struggles compared to them. For 
example, the biggest one that comes to mind is, a 
few years ago when the Black Lives Matters 
campaign got rolling, my black friends were more 
affected compared to me, not saying that I wasn't 
bothered but they were impacted more 
drastically.”
 Can you recall an incident where  you witnessed 
or faced discrimination because of your race, 
gender, religion, national identity, or ethnicity? 
Discrimination is the behavioral manifestation of 
prejudice and refers to people who treat others 
differently because of their ethnic, religious and 
national backgrounds. It includes negative, hostile 
and violent treatment of people they reject as 
different from themselves.
 “Something that comes to mind is in terms of 
being a man,  being pinpointed as a threat because 
of being a “big guy”. Also in terms of being 
christian, there's been instances people have 
assumed that im automatically hateful of other 
groups. (Grouping because of stereotypes against 
Christians).”

 Explain a time when you were being implicitly 
biased, but you didn’t know you were. Implicit 
bias doesn’t mean that you believe in 
exclusivity, it means that you are not aware of 
how your implicit bias impacts your thoughts 
or decisions. For example, when you favor a 
more familiar sounding name than those from 
other cultural groups. Another example is when 
a teacher may assume that students from certain 
backgrounds or social groups have lower 
academic abilities or no future ambitions. Or, 
some teachers may assume that students who 
speak with certain accents are lower 
academically. Sometimes, students who write 
poorly are also stereotyped as being 
academically low. 
 “Yes, I feel everyone does this, because of how 
things are broadcasted and shown, in different 
places which would make people unknowingly 
be implicitly biased.”
 What social justice issues are important to you 
and why?  These may include gun violence, 
immigration and refugee rights, civil rights, 
voting rights, climate change, healthcare and 
racial justice.
 “Civil rights, like equality and fairness for 
everyone. Being exposed to more diverse friend 
groups, we see each other as equals so different 
situations such as racial situations impact a lot 
because of being exposed to such diverse friend 
groups. Mental health in men is also not talked 
about enough.”
 Do you think that society’s resources should be 
equally available to everyone? These include 
education, health care and jobs.
 “Yes to terms that everyone should have access 
to necessities like health care and education, 
but it's dependent on that situation and how 
these necessities are being given.” 

STEP TEAM
(Continued from page 1) 
was asked to,” explained Ms. Canty. “Several 
students came to me and asked if I would be 
the coach for the cheerleading team. They 
explained that they had been trying to start a 
team and needed an adult to agree to 
supervise and advise.”
 Another reason, she said, was that she 
wanted to unite girls with this. She believes it 
was a great idea to start this team, because it 
will get bigger and bigger. 
 “I think this step team was/is an amazing 
way to get girls from different grades,and 
backgrounds together, Ms. Canty said. 
“Lastly, once again these girls did an amazing 
job and sold out the entire performance. We 
all hope to see them preform again real soon.”

Poem - Black History 
Month

Poem - Racial Injustice

Arelys Otranto-Centeno
Staff Poet

As time went on,
Equality was long gone.

Laws were enforced against those who 
showed no resistance.

Those who fought. For instance… 
Martin Luther King Jr.,

W.E.B. Du Bois,
Thurgood Marshall,

Rosa Parks,
And more.

They set high marks,
So that others could be a part, 

Of the movement. Of the revolution.
So that together there would be a solution.

Tension. Force. Coercion.
A repetition of bold mistreatment. 

It corrupted those who wanted to beat it.
There was no end for their game,

So they fought with unforgettable names.
Most lost their power to prosecution,

While the others fought for a resolution. 

In 1964, the civil rights movement 
occurred. 

Opportunities for voices to be heard. 
The signs that society presented to show 

POLICE

 (Continued from page 1)
 altering police training, and 
empowering social workers, have 
exploded in popularity since the 
killing of George Floyd in May of 
2020. 
 There’s been a recent renewal of 
discussions about police policy and 
accountability since the camera 
footage of the death of Tyre Nichols 
was released. Many conservatives 
hope to provide the police with more 
discretion, as is seen in HB06268. 
 On the other hand, progressives look 
to reduce the amount of discretion 
that officers have, as is best seen in 
SB00223. Regardless of specific 
positions, however, a serious 
discussion about policing in America 
seems to be in great demand.
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Lydianis Santos-Cappas
Staff Writer
“When They See Us” is a sad story based 
on five teenagers who were out having fun 
on April 19, 1989 in New York City 
Central Park, when their lives were 
changed forever. T
The boys, ages 14 to 16, didn’t even know 
each other and did not go there together as 
a group. Some people in the park were 
taunting and attacking some bicyclists who 
were riding through the park, and the 
police were called. The five boys decided 
to leave the park to avoid problems.
As they were leaving, they heard police 
officers yelling and chasing after them; the 
teens started running because they didn’t 
want to get involved in whatever was 
happening.
The police officers were searching for a 
suspect in the beating and sexual assault of 
a white, female jogger. When officers 
caught up with some of the teenagers, who 
had nothing to do with the attack, they 
handcuffed them and took them to the 
police station and interrogated them for 
hours, depriving them of food and water. 
During the interrogation, they told the 
officers that they had nothing to do with the 
crimes. The detectives called the teenagers 
derogatory names, punched and slapped 
them and forced them to confess. They 
even wrote down the confessions for the 
teens. They manipulated the boys by lying 
to them and telling them they could go 
home if they confessed to raping and 
beating the jogger. They were scared and 
confessed to the crimes they didn’t even 
commit.
 After charging the teens, they were put in a 
holding cell where they met each other for 
the first time. This story is really sad and 
heartbreaking because this group Black and 
Hispanic kids were innocent; they were just 
having fun at the park when all of a sudden 
their childhood got ruined. 
Time passed and it was time for their trials. 
They all had excellent lawyers who fought 
for their freedom and to make sure

Mahi Nemade
Featured Writer
 Mahatma Gandhi is a changemaker 
because he fought for Indian 
rights.Mahatma Gandhi took a job in a 
British colony in South Africa. There he 
saw Europeans mistreating Indian settlers. 
Since then he got into politics to fight for 
Indian rights.This shows what made 
Mahatma Gandhi an activist. And this is 
what led him to beginning a place for 
justice and peace.Mahatma Gandhi said 
they should stay peaceful no matter how 
they were punished for their actions. This 
new method of protest became known as 
satyagraha, or “devotion to truth.”This is 
relates to how he was able to accomplish 
his goal. And when he did this it helped 
him succeed. Mahatma Gandhi was one of 
the greatest political and social leaders in 
the 20th century. His use of nonviolent 
protest eventually led to his country’s 
independence. This is what explained who 
he was and what he was doing. This is 
important because it mentions who is 
behind this success and who he was.

people after the disaster struck. He 
tracked disaster scenes and formed a 
relief committee that does show he 
helped.Ignoring pleas from fellow 
Latino players to stay quiet, Clemente 
confronted Pittsburgh’s general 
manager and forced him to buy station 
wagons for the non-white players to 
travel to and from games so they didn’t 
have to endure the indignity of the bus 
trips. This supports my main idea 
because he stood up to segregation and 
racism when they would not treat non 
white players equally. He stood up and 
got them fair seats and buses. This is 
why I believe Roberto Clemente is a 
changemaker.

help create change in the way people of 
color were treated. Maya was definitely a 
very big role in how much history there is 
in Montgomery. Her ways of expression 
and nonviolence are inspiring.

Mahatma Gandhi

Roberto Clemente

Brandon "Madden" Diaz
Featured Writer
 Roberto Clemente was a change maker 
because he helped people in need and stood 
up to segregation.He took baseballs and 
gloves to sick fans and staged baseball 
clinics across the island that instructed 
thousands of children, particularly those 
from poorer households, in more than just 
baseball.This supports my main idea 
because he gave people hope and helped 
poorer people in PR by giving them clinics 
for health and baseball  for hope.Instead of 
merely donating money, he tracked reports 
from the disaster scene on his ham radio 
and formed a relief committee to aid the 
quake-stricken country.This supports my 
main idea because he donated money to 

Maya Angelou

Daniya Dhagat
Featured Writer
 Maya Angelou was a changemaker 
because she inspired young boys and 
girls to express their thoughts out to 
the world. Maya Angelou recited her 
poem “On the Pulse of Morning” at 
Bill Clinton’s first inauguration, 
making her the first poet since Robert 
Frost at the Inauguration of John F. 
Kennedy. This detail is important 
because imagine all the young girls 
that saw Maya on that stage and 
thought “if she can I can too”. Imagine 
the kids who used poetry as a way of 
expression and seeing her performing 
knowing that even they could use their 
poetry for something much bigger. 
Maya Angelou had a broad career as a 
singer, dancer, actress, composer, and 
Hollywood's first female black 
director. Even though people know her 
for her poems she has done a lot 
behind the scenes, and I think she 
needs more credit for what she does. 
Maya Angelou also worked very 
closely with Malcolm X and MLK to

Charles Jamerson

Jameson Bielucki
Featured Writer
 Charles F. Jamerson was a Tuskegee 
airman that changed the flying scene 
forever. Charles was a graduate of the 
Tuskegee airfield and moved on to the U.S 
air force. The Tuskegee Airman was an 
exclusive program made to help African 
Americans go to the army, and it was a 
huge honor to go straight to the air force, as 
Charles did. Charles was a part of WW2, 
the Vietnam war, and the Korean war. This 
was an incredible feat, as going through 
three large wars as a Lieutenant was a feat 
that not many have done. Charles was 
given credit for damaging a running 
German aircraft as it was entering a supply 
destination.  This did wonders for the war, 
as transport planes can carry winning 
supplies to soldiers on the front line, and 
every one counts.

Clockwise from top:
Class SE-43-C of the Tuskegee Airmen, 

including Charles Jamerson; Maya Angelou at 
President Clinton’s Inauguration; Roberto 
Clemente’s Picture for his Trading Card; 

Mahatma Gandhi

Patrick Woble
Music Reporter
 Jimi Hendrix was born in Seattle, 
Washington on Nov. 27, 1942. He spent his 
early life playing guitar, mostly the Blues. 
He would often imitate blues greats like 
Muddy Waters. 
 In 1959, Jimi enlisted in the Army as a 
paratrooper. An injury in 1961 would lead 
him to an honorable discharge, meaning he 
did not have to fight in the Vietnam War. 
 Jimi started touring and was a background 
player for bands in the first half of the 
1960’s. In 1967 he released his first ever 
studio album named “Are you 
Experienced.” This album is considered 
one of the greatest debut albums in rock 
and roll history. Some iconic songs on that 
album include “Purple Haze” “Foxy Lady,” 
and “Red House.” 
 Although Hendrix did not know how to 
read or write music, his ability to distort 
notes was something people have never 
heard before, this made him so popular. 
Jimi would tour for short four years. 
During that time he would play at almost 
every big music festival across the world, 
including Woodstock. 
 Hendrix went on to play the last set at 
Woodstock’ playing for over two hours. 
Many people argue that this was the best 
performance Woodstock had ever seen. 
One of the most iconic parts of his 
two-hour set was when Hendrix opened 
with his own version of the Star Spangled 
Banner.
 Unfortunately, Hendrix passed away on 
September 18, 1970 in London England 
due to asphyxiation joining the 27 club. 

everyone knew the boys were innocent. The 
trials were going well for the boys at first, 
because the prosecution had no evidence that 
linked the teenagers to the rape victim.
However, the discrimination and racism at that 
time was really strong so these poor kids, and 
they ended up paying for a crime they didn’t 
commit and went to jail for years. But after the 
real rapist confessed, the men were exonerated.

When They See Us

Jimi Hendrix

 He was widely regarded as the one of the 
world's most creative electric guitar 
players in rock and roll, influencing and 
informing countless musicians in the years 
to come. The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
describes him as "arguably the greatest 
instrumentalist in the history of rock 
music."

(Continued from page 1)
 preserving and celebrating cultural 
diversity.
 The trivia games that were held 
throughout the evening were a fun and 
interactive way for attendees to engage 
with one another and to learn more about 
racial justice and equality. These games 
helped to foster a sense of community 
and engagement among those in 
attendance, and encouraged everyone to 
think critically about these important 
issues.
 The keynote speech from State 
Representative Maryan Khan was the 
highlight of the night. Her speech was 
powerful and inspiring, and reminded 
everyone of the importance of continuing 
to fight for racial justice and equality. 
Her message was clear and direct, and 
encouraged everyone to continue 
working towards a more just and equal 
society.
 The Racial Justice Action Night at 
Aerospace High School was a great 
success and has left a lasting impact on 
the school community. The event 
showcased the school's commitment to 
promoting diversity, equity, and 
inclusion, and served as a powerful 
reminder of the ongoing struggle for 
racial justice and equality. The high level 
of attendance and positive feedback from 
attendees have many people looking 
forward to future culturally exploratory 
events at Aerospace High School.

RJAW NIGHT

Jimi Hendrix, 1967
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with an aggressive trap beat. 
 The 808s are the most aggressive they 
have ever been on the album. Metro keeps 
the piano dark with a short loop in a minor 
key occasionally joined by a low synth note 
to hype 21’s lyrics up. At 2:42 the song 
transitions to part 2 (Don’t Kill Civilians), 
a stark contrast to 21’s more violent and 
provocative lyrics about his rep and his 
hood. The second half of the song has a 
complete opposite sentiment with lyrics 
talking about the negative effects of 
upholding violence and aggressive 
behavior in the hood through lyrics telling 
a story about his opposition to his brother's 
involvement in “hood s***” and being in 
prison while finding out about his brother’s 
death. 
 Lock On Me marks both Travis Scott’s and 
Future’s fourth appearances on the album 
and this is where the repetition of features 
starts to hurt the quality of the songs. The 
song itself is not offensive but the 
repetition along with Travis Scott’s 
delivery choice really brings it down. This 
is a shame because I believe Travis could 
complement Future nicely, if he came in 
with one of his more energetic deliveries to 
contrast Future’s relaxed delivery. 
However, they both go for the same 
laid-back delivery which makes the song 
sound very dull as a result.
 Feel The Fiyaaaah is definitely the most 
unique song on the album with everything 
from the production to the features. This is 
the only song where Metro uses a powerful 
sample (Feel the Fire by Peabo Bryson) to 
build the beat around. This works 
beautifully here because of his choice of 
A$AP Rocky and Takeoff as the features, 
who are non-melodic rappers unlike most 
of the features on this album. A$AP Rocky 
delivers a great verse and Takeoff’s verse 
sees him spelling out the alphabet with his 
lines. A great change of pace song to end 
off the album. All The Money (Bonus) is a 
decent extra track that doesn’t add much to 
the album but is cool if you REALLY 
wanted a Gunna verse.
This album demonstrates Metro’s abilities 
and strong suits and cements him as the

gold standard when it comes to trap music 
production. Repetition was the main 
problem this album has as most artists can 
hold their own for maybe a couple of 
songs, but the songs become harder to 
separate when you hear the same voices all 
the time with similar production. There are 
no “bad” songs on this album, at worst, it's 
boring and at best there are stand-out 
performances from great artists that make 
the album worth the whole listening 
experience. Overall a 7.3/10 and a 
must-hear album for enjoyers of 
mainstream trap artists.

vocals and the band's ability to create a 
moody and atmospheric sound. The album 
was a critical and commercial success, 
peaking at number 29 on the Billboard 200 
and eventually going platinum. Deftones 
toured extensively after release of the 
album, performing at major festivals such 
as Ozzfest and Woodstock '99. Around the 
Fur's success propelled Deftones to the 
forefront of the Nu metal scene, and they 
began to be regarded as one of the most 
innovative and exciting bands in the genre.
 Deftones' third album, White Pony, was 
released in 2000 and marked a departure 
from the band's earlier work. The album 
featured a more experimental and 
atmospheric sound, with elements of 
trip-hop and shoegaze, and included 
collaborations with DJ Shadow and 
Maynard James Keenan of Tool. White 
Pony was a critical and commercial 
success, debuting at number three on the 
Billboard 200 and eventually going 
platinum. The album's single "Elite" won 
the Grammy Award for Best Metal 
Performance in 2001, further solidifying 
Deftones' status as one of the most 
innovative and influential bands in the 
genre.
 Deftones continued to push the boundaries 
of Nu metal with subsequent albums such 
as Deftones (2003), Saturday Night Wrist 
(2006), and Diamond Eyes (2010), 
incorporating elements of post-punk, 
shoegaze, and alternative metal into their 
sound. The band's music has also been 
credited with influencing a new generation 
of metal and alternative rock bands.
Deftones played a significant role in 
pioneering the Nu metal genre and pushing 
its boundaries. They successfully 
incorporated diverse musical elements into 
their sound, creating a unique and 
influential style that inspired many other 
bands. Through their extensive touring, 
critical acclaim, and Grammy Award win, 
Deftones cemented their legacy as one of 
the most important and innovative bands in 
metal history.
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 In early December 2022, hip-hop fans 
eagerly awaited the release of legendary 
producer Metro Boomin’s new album 
Heroes & Villains. Metro Boomin is one of 
the most prolific producers in the hip-hop 
world. He is known for his dark production 
style and seamless trap drum patterns. 
Working alongside Atlanta’s finest such as 
Young Thug, Future (his main producer for 
a while), 21 Savage (the Savage Mode 
series), Migos, and Gucci Mane, Heroes & 
Villains sees Metro continuing the 
superhero theme he started on his last solo 
album NOT ALL HEROES WEAR 
CAPES. The cover is a clear homage to 
Pink Floyd’s cover art for their 1975 album 
Wish You Were Here.
 The album begins with a memorable intro 
that starts with an already decent 
performance by John Legend, and then 
leads to the second part of the intro that 
traps the listener into a movie-like intro 
with dialogue from Morgan Freeman and a 
sample of a Homelander monologue from 
the Amazon show, “The Boys.” It hen 
transitions seamlessly to the next track. 
 Superhero starts with a bang and an 
easy-to-follow flow by Future. The song 
stays great until the outro with Chris 
Brown, which completely ruins the vibe of 
the song, in my opinion. 
 On Too Many Nights, Don Toliver delivers 
his signature vocal styles and addictive 
melodies that fit perfectly in a dark Metro 
trap beat. The song is repetitive in 
production and vocal melodies, but is a 
perfect runtime to keep it fresh. The outro 
with Future adds a nice buffer to the end of 
the track. 
 Raindrops (Insane) showcases Metro 
providing dark soft chords with lots of 
reverb that mesh well with Travis Scott’s 
delivery and melody. Scott’s trance-like 
flow and melody turn the song into a 
sleepy party hit. 
 Umbrella picks up the mood from lazy

and chill to aggressive and braggadocious. 
The track starts off with a beautiful sample 
of Rainfall by Azoto before cutting into a 
dark piano trap beat where 21 Savage and 
Young Nudy deliver the usual 
braggadocious claims about their street life 
and validity. 
 Trance quickly makes itself one of my 
favorites on the album. Production-wise it 
is another reverb heavy melodic 
instrumental supported by a strong 808 
pattern that occasionally plays in reverse 
for a smooth loop. Travis Scott gives 
typical trance-like delivery that feels like 
cough syrup and Young Thug continues 
with a more active delivery toward the 
female audience. Scott finishes the track 
with a trail-off melody.
Around Me features Don Toliver as the 
singer. All of Toliver’s features on this 
album sound great with his mixing of the 
melody of the beat and his unique voice. 
The only issue I have is that Metro puts his 
producer tag in an awkward place that is in 
a different key than the beat, and it takes 
me out of the song. Morgan Freeman also 
performs another outro.
 In Metro, Spider Metro samples a piano 
medley from The Rucker Collective sample 
pack, Toy Box, for the base of the song. 
Metro’s beat and Young Thug’s rapping 
have great chemistry as always, and Thug 
provides a good chorus that transitions well 
into any verse. He starts getting a lot more 
active at the 1:30 mark, going in with a 
faster flow and ending each line with “right 
there” until settling down and going right 
back into the chorus. The next song is I 
Can’t Save You (Interlude) and at this 
point, Don Toliver and Future have been on 
three songs on the album, so by the time 
this track plays, their voices stop being 
enjoyable. They both use similar vocal 
effects that have been heard on Metro’s 
types of beats before. Thankfully this is not 
a full song and only an interlude with the 
main purpose of introducing the next song. 
Performed by The Weeknd and 21 Savage, 
Creepin’ is many people's favorite song 
from the album and is by far the most 
interesting track. 
 To preface, the main sample of the song is 
Enya’s 1986 song, Boadicea, a very 
recognizable sample in the R&B world as

it was most famously used in The Fugees’ 
hit song Ready or Not. This Fugees track 
would inspire a 2004 Mario Winans to use 
this same sample for his hit single, I Don’t 
Wanna Know featuring P. Diddy. 
 Creepin’ is a cover of this Mario Winans 
song with The Weeknd singing the chorus 
and first two verses line-for-line bar-for-bar 
and Metro using the same Enya sample for 
the beat even including Winan’s whisper 
from the start of the song. Creepin’ differs 
from the original in other ways though. 
While the production stays true to Winan’s 
original, the Enya sample is played back at 
a lower pitch and slower speed. 
Metro provides his own drum patterns and 
cuts the P. Diddy verse from the original, 
replacing it with a new 21 Savage verse. 
Other than the story of the song, the song 
itself is incredible. The Weeknd’s vocals 
are heavenly and pay a great tribute to 
Winan. Metro’s production transforms an 
older sample and formula into a beautifully 
modernized trap take that complements 
21’s verse. 
 Niagara Falls (Foot or 2) brings the album 
back to Travis Scott. Although Travis has 
already been on two other songs providing 
a similar delivery on both, this song does 
not make the listener tired of his voice. He 
provides a more aggressive delivery that he 
tends to use some of his own songs, and I 
believe Metro’s choice to pair him up with 
21 encouraged him to give a different 
delivery. Morgan Freeman gives another 
outro. Walk Em Down (Don’t Kill 
Civilians) marks 21 Savage’s fourth 
appearance. At this point, he’s rapped 
merely as a feature on the three other 
songs, which is starting to get a little tired. 
Therefore, Metro’s choice to make 21 the 
main and only rapper on this song 
rejuvenates the listener's interest in 21 
because of the different energy he delivers 
on a song by himself. This also allows 21 
to be on a beat that can heavily cater to him 
which is exactly what Metro provides
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Deftones & Nu Metal

Maddox Judson
Staff Writer
 Nu metal is an alternative genre of metal 
originating in the 1990s that combined 
elements of heavy metal with hip-hop, 
industrial, alt-rock, grunge, and other 
genres. The conception of Nu metal is 
generally credited to the band Korn, but 
was pioneered by bands such as Slipknot, 
Limp Bizkit, Coal Chamber, System of a 
Down, and Deftones. Deftones pushed the 
boundaries of the genre by combining 
harsh riffs and vocals with more soft, 
ethereal music and singing. 
 Deftones was formed in Sacramento, 
California in 1988 when Stephen 
Carpenter, Abe Cunningham, and Chino 
Moreno joined together to begin making 
music. They began touring locally and 
eventually signed a contract with Maverick 
Records. In 1995, they released their debut 
album, Adrenaline, which had all the 
hallmarks of Nu metal, including down 
tuned guitars and harsh vocals combined 
with rhythmic singing. Deftones began to 
build a dedicated fan base by touring both 
on their own and as an opening act for 
more established bands such as Korn.
 In 1997, as Adrenaline began to approach 
more than 200,000 sales, Deftones released 
their second album, Around the Fur. It 
represented a significant shift for Deftones, 
with the band experimenting with a wider 
range of sounds and textures. The album 
showcased Chino Moreno's more melodic


